THE FINISHED PRODUCT
vigilantly faithful to the conclusions of his own reason
and experience; not to let his candid impressions be
distorted by convention or cowardice or the decep-
tions of his own vanity. Probably, these personal con-
clusions were as far from the truth as everything else.
But they were the only things of which he had first-
hand evidence. Anyway only good could come of
speaking one's mind, even if it did shock people. "It
is a good thing to surprise", he once said. By shaking
others out of their complacency one might make them
realize how ill-founded human convictions are.
He reaped the reward of his courage. William got
closer to truth, pierced far deeper into the significance
of things, than the majority of his hustling contem-
poraries. All the same his creed was not an inspiriting
one. And there was a strong undercurrent of melan-
choly in him. "To those who think", he was fond of
quoting, "life is a comedy, to those who feel a
tragedy." William was far too sensitive not to feel
its tragic implications more often than was comfort-
able for him. Fits of depression overtook him, in
which he sat silent and remote, overwhelmed by a
sense of the barren fleetingness of existence; and even
his brightest moods were shot through by grey
streaks of disillusionment. Yet he was not so unhappy
as might have been expected. For one thing he was no
longer at open war with himself Though the dis-
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